Nursing Informatics Specialty

Key Points:  
Nursing informatics (NI) is a burgeoning field within nursing. NI is a key part of nursing future as it plays an essential role in defining and implementing the strategy for innovative technology systems and processes to support the delivery of patient care and the improvement of nursing practice.  Roles within nursing informatics vary from working for hospitals to vendors to working on federal electronic health initiatives. 
Educational programs in NI include formal education and on-the-job training.  Encouraging nurses in this field to seek certification provides them with opportunity to demonstrate their goal of lifelong learning and commitment to the field.   Through attending professional continuing education programs such as those provided by the Alliance for Nursing Informatics groups, nurse can also attain this goal.

Within the field of NI the development of the understanding of data models based on the data collection processes in use in clinical area is essential to the basic understanding of what it is that nursing does.  

Benefits:  
Specializing in NI provides a perspective to projects which are focused on technology and data.  Their abilities to liaison between nursing, management and IT the nurse informaticist to prevent many costly errors such as selecting technology does not fit with the nurse’s work flow, designing screens / systems that work for nurses, provides education of nurses to use said systems, and assist the bedside nurse with data retrieval, research and knowledge management.  
Being certified in NI by the ANCC provides a means of meeting the professional obligation to remain a lifelong learner engaged in continuing education and professional development to develop and maintain the necessary knowledge, skills, and abilities for safe practice. By specializing in nursing informatics nurses demonstrate the core competencies in the area of NI. 
Principles:  
The practice of nursing informatics is essential to meet the future needs of nursing.  As technology and data management becomes an essential part of bedside practice, nursing is in need of those with the knowledge and understanding to assist.   Certification in NI is a practical method to express competency and understanding of the field of NI.  As technology continues to eliminate redundancy and improve efficiency, nursing will require leadership to insure that the needs of the patient as well as the nurse are being met.

Recommendations:  
· Continue to encourage the development of NI as a field within nursing.  

· Those nurses who are engaged in NI roles need to be encouraged to continue to expand their professional development through conferences and education.  

· Acquiring ANCC certification in NI provides value to both the individual and to the practice of NI.  
· Encouragement of nurses to attend professional development programs such as the Annual Summer Institute for Nursing Informatics at University of Maryland or the Annual ANIA-CARING Conference. 
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